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DESCRI?TION -- 

CCNDITION 

DESCRleE THE PRESENT AND O R I G I N I L  (If bow") P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Cobham Park i s  an extensive ante-bellum e s t a t e  located i n  the  ro l l i ng  
Piedmont countryside t o  the  ea s t  of the Southwest Mountains. It i s  composed 
of grazing f i e l d s  and woodlands centered around a landscaped park which 
forms a s e t t i n g  for  the  e s t a t e ' s  mansion. Laid out i n  the  manner of the  
grounds of an English eighteenth century country house, the  park fea tures  
broad sloping lawns bordered by clumps of shrubbery and f i n e  t r ee s .  Cut 
through the  mods are v i s t a s  t o  various peaks of the  Southwest Mountains. 
Behind the  mansion, on the  more leve l  part  of the  grounds, i s  a formal 
garden containing walks and beds bordered by English boxwood. Several ea r ly  
outbuildings remain including two smokehouses, one br ick and one frame, and 
a frane dependency jus t  t o  the  north of the mansion. A simple two-story 
frame dwelling i s  located on a r idge several  hundred yards t o  the north. 
Numerous more modern farm and service  buildings a re  a l so  located on the  
grounds. 

The mansion, erected around 1856, is an unusual example of ante-bellum 
period Georgian s t y l e  archi tecture .  The rectangular two-and-a-half-story 
s t ruc ture  i s  covered by a hipped roof with t h r ee  hipped roof dormers on 
each of the main slopes,  and one dormer on each end. Each dormer has s c r o l l ~ ? d  
volutes dn the  s ides  s imi la r  t o  high-style Georgian townhouses of Philadelphia.- 
Projecting from the roof a r e  two pedestal  form chimney s tacks ,  and around it:: 
eaves i s  a modill ion cornice featur ing t h i n  elongated modillions. 

Both f ron t  and rear  elevations a r e  f ive  bays long.. The windows through- 
out contain  unusual but o r ig ina l  four-over-four double-hung sash. The f i r s t  
f loor  windows a re  topped by molded cornices and the second f l oo r  s i l l s  a r e  
supported on simple sc ro l led  brackets. A l l  the  windows a re  hung with dark 
green louvred shu t te r s .  Shel ter ing both the f ron t  arid r e a r  entrances a re  
simple Doric porches supported on square Ib r i c  columns. Extending from ei ther-(  
s ide  of the  f ron t  porch is a wooden ga l le ry  supported by Doric p ie rs  with 
open sha f t s .  A Chinese l a t t i c e  r a i l  is employed on top of the  f ron t  porch 
and on the  s ides  of the  rear .  The f ron t  door is framed by a three-part  
f ront ispiece with modillion cornice. The house's walls  a re  l a i d  i n  excel1en:ly 
preserved brick veaeer which preserves much of the or ig ina l  pencil ing of the  
mortar jo ints .  

Cobham park's plan is double-pile with an entrance h a l l  and s t a i r  h a l l  
i n  the  q n t e r .  The main fea ture  of the  i n t e r i o r  i s  the  graceful  f l y ing  
s p i r a l  s t a i r  with turned ba lus te rs ,  molded handrail  and sc ro l led  brackets.  
The r e s t  of the  t r i m  throughout i s  res t ra ined.  Heavy unornamented molded 
corr:ic-s are fount! i n  the  pr incipal  rooms and simple archi t rave t r im 
surrounds the windomand doorways. The unusually wide mantels i n  t he  p r inc i ) a l  
rooms a r e  decorated only with panels. A handsome arch supported on f lu ted  
p i l a s t e r s  connects the  entrance h a l l  with the  s t a i r  h a l l ,  and i s  repeated on 
the second floor. The house is maintained i n  excellent  condition with no 
s ign i f i can t a l t e r a t i ons  o r  l o s s  of o r ig ina l  fabr ic .  
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STATEMENT O F S I C N I F I C I N C E  

Established i n  the  1850's on land tha t  was par t  of the  Cast le  H i l l  
estate,Cobham Park remains one of the  best  preserved and most beau t i fu l ly  
s i t e d  ante-bellurn e s t a t e s  i n  Virginia. Par t icu la r ly  noteworthy a r e  t he  
handsome grounds which a re  a f i n e  example of nineteenth century landscaping 

Cobham Park served as the  sunrmer home of W i l l i a m  Cabell Rives, Jr. 
(1825-1890), second son of the  noted United S ta tes  senator and minis ter  t o  
France. Rives, born and ra ised a t  h i s  family home, Castle H i l l ,  obtained 
h i s  law degree from the  University of Virginia and established h i s  pract ice  
i n  Newport, Rhode Island.  In 1849 he was married t o  Grace Winthrop Sears,  
member of a prominent Boston family. 

Rives l a i d  out h i s  Virginia e s t a t e  around a v i rg in  fo re s t  containin 
la rge  oaks and pines. He de l ibera te ly  patterned the  grounds a f t e r  the  
landscaped parks of English country houses; he opened v i s t a s  and formed 
broad sloping lawns, but preserved large individual t r e e s  and clumps of 
woodland a t  s t r a t i g i c  v i sua l  points. The pastoral  qua l i ty  was made complet 
by h i s  herds of f i n e  horses, c a t t l e ,  and sheep grazing i n  the  lowland f i e l d  

The mansion Rives had b u i l t  as the  focal  point of the  e s t a t e  is 
unusual f o r  i t s  period. Being i n  the  s t y l e  of Virginia plantat ion houses 
a hundred years e a r l i e r  it i s  one of the  f i r s t  examples of Georgian Revival 
a rch i tec ture  i n  the  country. No a rch i tec t  has been associated with the  
house, but the  woodwork i s  known to  have been executed by an English master 
carpenter named PlcSparren, brought from the  North by Rives's mother t o  
complete the  i n t e r i o r  of W i l l i a m  Strickland's  Grace Church i n  nearby Cismon 
McSparren's chef-d'oeuvre a t  Cobham Park is the  f ly ing  s p i r a l  s t a i r  which 
i s  s h i l a r  t o  the  Plontmorenci s t a i r  a t  the  Henry Francis duPont Winterthur 
Museum . 

Cobhan Park remained the  sumner home of Rives's widow following h i s  
death. It was acquired i n  the ea r ly  part  of t h i s  century by the  Peter 
family of Tudor Place, Washington, D.C., and is owned today by M r s .  G. 
Freeland Peter. 



Mead, Edward C., His tor ic  Homes of the South-West Mountains Virginia,  
Bridgewater, Virginia; C.J .  Carrier Company, 1962. 
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Tit le  

Date. 

. 
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89665) .  I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

i n  the National Register and certify that it has  been 

evaluated accord in^ to  the  c-iteria and proce&res s e t  
forth by the National Pa rk  Serv~ce .  The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State a Local 0 

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director 
Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Comissior i Name 

K e e p r  of The National Register 

Date 

GI'O 911-8941 

I hereby cer t i fythat  th is  property is included in the  

National Register. 

-' 

O ( , ~ c s  ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ r ~ g ~  and ~ i a t o r l c  Pr=*ervetlon 

Dr?e 

ATTEST: 
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